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A IS AHE SIFE AR SRR olZlo] AR HgoR TANIL
A o] A4 WAool LEelFolth 4 WRFole] Fvloh mE S0
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ABSTRACT

Reconsidering the Korean Democracy:
Crisis and Alternative

Choi Jang-jip | Korea University

This essay is a critique of the reforms under the Moon Jae-In government.
being evaluated in terms of healthy development of the Korean democracy. The
reforms are the main cause for bringing about an extreme polarization between
the right and the left in Korean politics, and the crisis of democracy as well. The
presidential power became even more centralized and the rule of law has been
weakened. The civil society and the citizens’ movements are integrated from above
by the state, and thereby restraining societal pluralism and a robust development
of political parties. A degree of populist politics is widely observed in the practice
of Korean democracy. This essay proposes as an alternative the principle of liberal
constitutionalism, the decentralization of the presidential power, and the restructuring

of party politics.

Keywords: the reform politics of Moon Jae-in administration, the extreme
polarization of the left and the right, crisis of the Korean democracy, clientelism by

the state and citizens’ movements, the restructuring of party politics in need



